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 AUTUMN TERM SPRING TERM SUMMER TERM 

General aim of our History at KS1:  
To stimulate the children’s interest and understanding about the life of people who lived in the past. We teach children a sense of chronology, and through this 
they develop a sense of identity and a cultural understanding based on their historical heritage.  We teach children to understand how events in the past have 
influenced our lives today; we also teach them to investigate these past events and, by doing so, to develop the skills of enquiry, analysis, interpretation and 
problem-solving. 

RECEPTION 
(extend vocabulary especially by 
grouping and naming, exploring 

meaning and sounds of new words) 

Ourselves 
Talk about past events in our own 

lives and family members 
Order and sequence familiar events 
(Knows about similarities between 
themselves and others and among 

families, communities and traditions) 
(Recognise and describe special times 

or events for family or friends) 

Dinosaurs/Space 
Use everyday language related to time 

(Answer how and why questions in 
response to stories or events) 

(Knows that information can be 
retrieved from books and computers) 

Mini beasts/Traditional Tales 
Talk about past events in our own 

lives and family members 
Describe main story setting, events in 
their own lives and in lives of family 

members 
(Be curious about people and show 

and interest in stories) 

YEAR 1 
(use a wide vocabulary of everyday 

historical terms) 

The Gun Powder Plot 
Events beyond living memory  that are 

significant nationally and globally  
(Develops an awareness of the past) 

(Ask and answer questions- 5b- 
Recognise why people did things, why 

Arctic Adventures 
Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 

life 
(Identify different ways in which the 
past is represented i.e. hieroglyphics) 

Significant people in Britain’s history: 
i.e Grace Darling and Saint David 

The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to the 

national and international 
achievements. Some should be used 



events happened and what happened 
as a result) 

 to compare aspects of life in different 
periods 

(Choose and use parts of stories and 
other sources to show understanding) 

(Ask and answer questions- 5a- 
Identify similarities/ differences 
between ways of life at different 

times) 

YEAR 2 
(use a wide vocabulary of everyday 

historical terms) 

 
Heroes and Heroines 

The lives of significant individuals in 
the past who have contributed to the 

national and international 
achievements. Some should be used 

to compare aspects of life in different 
periods/ 

Significant historical events, people 
and places in their own locality 
(Know where all people/ events 
studied fit into a chronological 

framework) 
(Ask and answer questions- 5d- Talk 

about who was important in a simple 
historical account) 

Dungeons and Dragons 
Events beyond living memory  that are 

significant nationally and globally  
(Understand some ways we find out 

about the past) 
(Ask and answer questions -5a- 
Identify similarities/ differences 
between ways of life at different 

times) 
 

An Island Home 
Changes within living memory. Where 
appropriate, these should be used to 
reveal aspects of change in national 

life 
(Ask and answer questions- 5c- Make 

simple observation about different 
types of people, events, beliefs within 

a society) 

(Italicised and colour coded parenthesis inform skill based enquiry) 


