
	

Spelling	

	

Spelling	patterns	

The	expectation	is	that	three	short	spelling	sessions,	with	a	focus	on	spelling	patterns,	will	be	taught	each	week	
at	 school,	 using	 a	 variety	 of	 strategies	 to	 ensure	 children	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 practise	 and	 embed	 new	
spellings.		

Session	1-	Teach/	Revisit	

Introduce	the	new	concept/Explain/Investigate/Model	

OR	

Activate	prior	knowledge/Revisit	previous	linked	learning	

Session	2-	Practice	

Individual/group	work	

Extend/explore	the	concept	independently	

Investigate/	Generalise	

Session	3-Apply	

Assess	through	independent	application	

Explain	and	demonstrate	understanding	

Application	of	spellings	patterns	will	take	place	every	Friday	to	determine	which	children	have	a	clear	
understanding	of	spelling	rules	and	who	may	need	further	support.	This	will	replace	the	weekly	spelling	test.	
We	have	decided	to	make	this	change	because	studies	have	shown	that	sending	home	a	list	of	words	to	learn	in	
preparation	for	a	weekly	test	is	not	the	most	effective	way	for	most	children	to	learn	and	many	children	
(although	they	may	have	performed	well),	have	forgotten	these	words	just	a	few	hours	after	the	test.	

Statutory	Word	Lists	and	Home	Learning	

The	 word-lists	 for	 all	 year	 groups	 from	 Years	 1	 -	 6	 are	 statutory	 (it	 is	 a	 requirement	 that	 these	 words	 are	
taught).	 The	 lists	 are	 a	 mixture	 of	 words	 pupils	 frequently	 use	 in	 their	 writing	 and	 those	 which	 are	 often	
misspelt.	Due	 to	 the	 challenging	nature	of	 the	 statutory	words	 lists,	we	 strongly	believe	 that	 children	would	
benefit	from	further	practise	of	these	words	at	home.	Therefore,	 instead	of	taking	home	weekly	spelling	lists,	
your	 child	will	 now	 take	home	 the	 statutory	word	 lists	 to	practise	 instead.	 Studies	 have	 shown	 that	 sending	
home	a	list	of	words	to	learn	in	preparation	for	a	weekly	test	is	not	the	most	effective	way	for	most	children	to	
learn	and	many	children	(although	they	may	have	performed	well),	have	forgotten	these	words	just	a	few	hours	
after	the	test.	We	encourage	you	to	use	strategies	to	help	your	child	to	learn	these	spellings	(we	have	attached	
a	range	of	strategies	to	help	you	with	this	overleaf)	and	work	through	them	at	your	child’s	own	pace.	Children	
will	be	assessed	at	the	end	of	each	term	on	their	statutory	word	lists	to	determine	progress	and	assess	if	they	
have	been	able	to	retain	after	a	period	of	time.	Teachers	provide	feedback	on	these	assessments	to	parents	and	
use	 the	 results	 to	 inform	 further	 planning	 and	 provision.	 Children	will	 also	 have	 the	 opportunity	 to	 practise	
word	lists	twice	a	week	at	school	during	morning	activity.		

	



Below	are	a	range	of	strategies	that	your	child	can	use	to	practise	their	spellings	at	home:		

	

Spelling	Rainbows		
Choose	 your	 3	 favourite	 crayons	 to	 rainbow	write	
your	spelling	words.	Write	each	word	first	in	pencil	
in	yor	literacy	log.	Then	trace	over	each	word	three	
times.	Each	time	you	trace,	you	must	use	a	different	
colour	crayon.		

Silly	Sentences		
Write	 ten	 silly	 sentences	 using	 a	 spelling	 word	 in	
each	 sentence.	 Please	 underline	 your	 spelling	
words!	Write	your	sentences	neatly!		
Example	My	 dog	 wears	 a	 blue	 and	 purple	 dress	
when	he	takes	a	bath.		

Backwards	Words		
Write	 your	 spelling	 words	 forwards	 and	 then	
backwards.		
Example		
where	erehw		
Colour	ruoloc		

Pyramid	Writing		
Pyramid	write	10	of	your	spelling	words.	When	you	
are	finished,	draw	a	pyramid	around	your	word.		
Home																															h		
																																								h	o		
																																					h	o	m		
																																				h	o	m	e		

ABC	Order		
Write	your	spelling	words	 in	alphabetical	order.	Be	
sure	 to	 look	at	 the	 first	 letter	of	 each	word.	 If	 the	
first	letter	is	the	same,	look	at	the	second	letter.		

		

Spelling	Paragraph		
Write	a	paragraph	using	ALL	of	your	spelling	words.	
Be	 sure	 to	 underline	 your	 spelling	 words	 in	 your	
paragraph.		
Don’t	 forget	 a	 topic	 sentence	 and	 a	 concluding	
sentence.	

Draw	and	Label		
Draw	 and	 label	 ten	 of	 your	 spelling	 words	 neatly.	
You	MUST	colour	your	drawings	and	labels.		
Don‟t	 forget	 to	 add	 a	 lot	 of	 great	 detail.	 Do	 your	
very	best	work!		

Squiggly	Spelling	Words		
Choose	ten	spelling	words.		
You	are	going	to	write	them	two	times.	Write	them	
first	in	squiggly	letters.	Then	write	them	once	more	
in	regular	letters.		

Blue	Vowels		
Write	EACH	of	your	spelling	words	out	neatly.		
You	 will	 need	 a	 BLUE	 coloured	 pencil.	 Trace	 over	
ALL	 the	 vowels	 in	 each	 word	 with	 your	 blue	
coloured	pencil.		
Vowels=	A	E	I	O	U		

Acrostic	Poem		
Choose	 ONE	 of	 your	 spelling	 words.	 Write	 an	
acrostic	poem	for	that	word.		
You	must	also	ILLUSTRATE	your	poem.		
Example	Fun	in	the	sun		
Fly	Laps	around	clouds		
Yes!	I‟m	free!		

Spelling	Riddles		
Choose	5	spelling	words	and	write	riddles	for	these	
words.	 Don’t	 forget	 to	 add	 the	 answer	 to	 your	
riddle.		
Example		
I	cry	when	I	am	hungry.	I	am	cute	and	cuddly.	I	wear	
nappies.		
What	am	I?		
*Answer-	Baby		

Spelling	Shapes		
Write	 each	 of	 your	 spelling	words	 neatly.	 Then	 go	
back	and	draw	a	circle	around	consonants	and	draw	
a	square	around	the	vowels.		

	

	


