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Year 3 National Curriculum requirements  
 

Pupils should be taught to  
 

• develop a range of personal strategies for learning new and irregular words*  
• develop a range of personal strategies for spelling at the point of composition*  
• develop a range of strategies for checking and proofreading spellings after writing*  

• use further prefixes and suffixes and understand how to add them (English Appendix 1)  
• spell further homophones  
• spell words that are often misspelt (Year 3/4 Word list)  
• place the possessive apostrophe accurately in words with regular plurals (for example, girls’, boys’) and in words with 
irregular plurals (for example, children’s)  
• use the first two or three letters of a word to check its spelling in a dictionary  

• write from memory simple sentences, dictated by the teacher, that include words and punctuation taught so far  
• proofread for spelling errors. 
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Autumn 1  

 To revise suffixes from Year 2 (-s, -es, -er, -ed, -ing)  

 To understand and apply the prefixes ‘dis-‘ and ‘un-‘ 

 To teach common homophones 

 To teach a range of strategies including, using the learning environment, using segmentation, highlighting tricky parts in words, proofreading, trying different spellings to see which 
words look correct, using a spelling journal effectively 

Week Spelling pattern Rules and strategies Example words  

1 Revise suffixes from Year 2 (adding ending 
-s, -es) 
 

If a word ends in -s, -sh, -ch, -x, or -z, -tch you add -es. For almost all 
other nouns, add -s to pluralise  
 

dogs, cats, frogs, rooms, boys, girls, goals, boats, bowls 
bunches, matches, boxes, foxes, waxes,  dishes, crashes, crosses, 
whizzes, fizzes, circuses, watches, witches,    

2 Revise suffixes from Year 2 ( adding ending 
-ed, -ing) 
 
 
 

One syllable words with a short vowel sound which end with one 
consonant letter after the vowel – the consonant is doubled. 
 
Polysyllabic - If the last syllable of a word is stressed and ends with 
one consonant letter which has just one vowel letter before it, the 
final consonant letter is doubled before any ending beginning with a 
vowel letter. The consonant letter is not doubled if the last syllable is 
unstressed. 

(short vowel – one syllable) jumped, jumping  
 
(short vowel – one syllable- one consonant ending) skipped, 
skipping, jogged, jogging, begging, begged, clipping, clipped   
(stressed) forgetting, beginning, thinning, , preferred, preferring, 
deferred, deferring, inferred, inferring 
(unstressed) gardening, limiting, limited, visited, visiting, 
questioning, answering, answered, addressing, addressed, 
interesting, interested  
 

3 Teach new strategies for learning words 
from statutory and personal lists 

Pyramid words • Trace, copy and replicate • Look, say, cover, write, 
check • Drawing around the word to make the shape clearer • 
Drawing an image around the word • Words without vowels 

SEE Y3/4 STATUTORY WORD LISTS  
 

4 Revise suffixes from Year 2 ( adding -er) 
 

RECAP RULE FOR –ed, -ing – this rule also works for -er 
Adding er - verbs [verb becomes a noun] - just add er. 
Adding er - adjective - becomes 'more' - just add er. 
Adding er - adjective - if word ends in an 'e', just add 'r'. 
Adding er - adjective - if the word has a short vowel sound double 
the consonant 

 
Sleeper, player, climber, eater, drinker, learner, helper 
Taller, shorter, smaller, sweeter, rounder 
Ruder, later, nicer, paler, wiser 
Fitter, hotter, bigger, thinner, flatter,  
 

5 Teach more prefixes ‘-dis’ and apply the 
prefix ‘-un’  
 

 The prefix dis– has a negative meaning 
 
 
 
 
The prefix un– has a negative meaning. 

Disable, disagree, disarm, disclose, discover, disgrace, dislike, 
disobey, disorder, disown, displease, disadvantage, disappoint, 
disassemble, disbelief, discharge, discomfort, dishonest, disinfect,  
 
Unable, unbeaten, unblock, uncover, undo, uncut, unfair, unfold, 
unhappy, unkind, unload, unpack, unwell, unwilling, unwind,  

6 Teach rarer GPCs: words with the /eɪ/ 
sound spelt ‘ei’ (vein), ‘eigh’ (eight),) or ‘ey’ 
(they) 

Use a phonic approach- teach as a trigraph/ digraph/ 
phonemes/graphemes 
Remember: sometimes there are exceptions to rules 

Vein, abseil, feign, rein, reign, surveillance, veil,   reindeer, beige 
weigh, eight, neighbour, sleigh, neigh, 
 they, obey, survey,  ,  
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Autumn 2 

 To teach common homophones 

 To understand and apply the prefixes mis- and re- 

 To teach the  /ɪ/ sound spelt ‘y’ 

 To learn the skill of proofreading 

 To teach words ending with the /g/ sound spelt ‘-gue’ and the /k/ sound spelt ‘-que’ (French in origin) 

Week Spelling pattern Rules and strategies Example words  

1 Revise Homophones and near homophones 
Teach Homophones using alternative ‘a’ 
phonemes.  

Make links to common GCPs ‘a-e’ ‘ai’ ‘ay’ ‘aigh’ ‘ey’ Brake/ break,                          main/mane, 
Grate/ great,                            plain/plane,  
Weigh/t wait,                           rain/rein/reign, 

2 Teach prefix mis- and re- The prefix mis– has a negative meaning. 
 
 
 
The prefix re– means ‘again’ or ‘back’. 
 

misbehave, misfire, mishear, misplace, misread, mistake, 
misunderstand, misuse, misadventure, miscalculate, misfortune, 
misjudge, misinform 
 
refill, reform, refresh, refuse, repay, replace, replay, return, 
reuse, revisit, redo, rewind, react, reject, redo, renew, reheat, 
repeat, rewrite, rewind, remove, retake, recycle, rebuild, rewire 

3 Teach the  /ɪ/ sound spelt ‘y’ elsewhere than 
at the end of words.  

These words should be learnt as needed. 
 

myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery, hymn, crystal, lyric, mystery, 
oxygen, physics, symbol, system, symptom, syrup, typical  
 

4 Teach words ending with the /g/ sound spelt ‘-
gue’ (French in origin) 

  Use a phonic approach- teach as a trigraph/ digraph/ 
phonemes/graphemes 
 

league, dialogue, plague, vague, fatigue, intrigue, rogue,  tongue 
 

5 Strategies for learning words: words from 
personal and spelling lists 

Pyramid words 
Identifying tricky parts 
Trace, copy, replicate, 
Look, say, cover, write, check 

SEE Y3/4 STATUTORY WORD LISTS  
 

6 Teach words ending with the /k/ sound spelt ‘-
que’ (French in origin) 

Use a phonic approach- teach as a trigraph/ digraph/ 
phonemes/graphemes 
 

technique, cheque, unique, antique, plaque, picturesque, 
grotesque, opaque, physique  
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Spring 1  

 Teach suffixes –ness, -ful following a consonant 

 Teach prefixes sub- and tele- 

 Use apostrophes for contraction 

 Teach words spelt with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch (mostly French in origin) 

 Teach Endings which sound like like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/ ‘ss(ure)’ and /ʒən/ ‘ss(ion)’ 

Week Spelling pattern Rules and strategies Example words  

1 Revise suffixes –ness, -ful following a consonant 
 

If a suffix starts with a consonant letter, it is added 
straight on to most root words without any change to the 
last letter of those words   Exceptions:  
1) argument 
2) Multi-syllabic root words ending in a consonant then –y 
you drop the ‘y’ and add ‘I’ before -ness 

fairness, sadness, kindness, tidiness, loveliness, silliness, nastiness, 
happiness, willingness, fitness, foolishness 
playful, hopeful, careful, colourful, harmful, beautiful, forgetful, 
painful, successful, hateful, wishful, thankful 

2 Teach prefixes sub- and tele- Sub- means ‘under’ submarine, subway, subterranean, submerge, subordinate, subsoil  
 
telephone, television, telescope, telegraph,  
 

3 Revise contractions 
Teach new contractions they may not have been 
taught previously.  
 
 

The apostrophe is placed where letters have been 
omitted 
e.g. should have becomes should’ve 

should’ve, could’ve, would’ve, might’ve, can’t, won’t, haven’t, 
wouldn’t  
 

4 Teach words spelt with the /ʃ/ sound spelt ch 
(mostly French in origin) 
 

Alternative sounds. These words are exceptions where 
the ‘ch’ sounds like a ‘sh’ 

chef, chalet,  machine, brochure, chaise, parachute, moustache  
 

5 Strategies for learning words from personal lists 
and statutory lists 

Pyramid words 
Trace, copy, replicate, 
Look, say, cover, write, check 
Drawing around the word to show the shape  

SEE Y3/4 STATUTORY WORD LISTS 

6 Teach endings which sound like /ʒə/ or /tʃə/ 
- sure -ture 

The ending sounding like  /ʒə/ 
 is always spelt –sure 
The ending sounding like  /tʃə/ 
is often spelt –ture, but check that the word is not a root 
word ending in (t)ch with and er ending – eg. Teacher, 
catcher, richer, stretcher 

picture, measure, pleasure, enclosure, composure, closure, 
enclosure, leisure, pressure, exposure, reassure, treasure, 
 
 
 feature, adventure, nature, mixture, signature, temperature, 
vulture, figure, furniture 
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Spring 2 

 Teach prefixes super- and auto- 

 Teach suffixes –less, -ly 

 Teach strategies for homophones 

 Teach strategies for proofreading 

  Teach endings which sound like /ʒən/ ‘ss(ion)’ 

 Teach words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in origin) 
 

Week Spelling pattern Rules and strategies Example words  

1 Teach endings which sound like /ʒən/ ‘ss(ion)’ 
 

If the ending sounds like /ʒən/, it is spelt as –sion 
-sion is used if the root word ends in ‘d’ or ‘se’ 
Exceptions: 
Attend-attention/ Intend-intention   

collision, confusion, conclusion, division, decision, explosion, 
television, occasion, extension, persuasion 
 

2 Teach prefixes ‘super-‘ and ‘auto-‘  
 

Super- means ‘above’ 
 
 
Auto- means ‘self’ or ‘own’  

Supermarket, superhero, superman, superstar, supersonic, 

superhuman, superior 

Autobiography autograph, automatic ,   

 

3 Revise suffixes -less   The suffix –less means ‘without’ wireless, homeless, seamless, needless, helpless, harmless, 
reckless, hopeless 

4 Revise suffixes –ly, is added to an adjective to 

form an adverb. 

Teach exceptions 

The suffix –ly starts with a consonant letter, so it is added 
straight on to most root words. Exceptions: 
(1) If the root word ends in –y with a consonant letter 
before it, the y is changed to i, but only if the root word has 
more than one syllable.  
(2) If the root word ends with –le, the –le is changed to –ly.                 

slowly, stupidly, friendly, quickly, quietly, vividly 
 
easily, happily, busily, lazily, crazily 
 
gently, simply, terribly, wrinkly, possibly, incredibly  

5 Teach suffixes –ly,   (3)  If the root word ends with –ic, -ally is added rather than 
just –ly’ except in the word publicly 
(4) If the root word ends with ‘L’ it makes a double ‘L’ 

Basically, romantically, frantically, dramatically 
 
Cruelly, beautifully, usually, generally, finally, peacefully  

6 Strategies for learning words from personal 
lists and statutory lists 

Pyramid words 
Trace, copy, replicate, 
Look, say, cover, write, check 
Drawing around the word to show the shape 

SEE Y3/4 STATUTORY WORD LISTS  
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Summer 1 

 Teach words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in origin) 

 Revise apostrophes for contractions 

 revise rare GPCs (/I/ sound) 

 Apply and assess strategies for learning words: using Look, say, cover, write and check for common exception words 

 Revise words from statutory word lists 
 

Week Spelling pattern Rules and strategies  Example words 

1 Teach words with the /k/ sound spelt ch (Greek in 
origin) 
 

Alternative sounds- ch making /k/  scheme, chorus, chemist, echo, character, chord, chemistry, 

stomach, ache , mechanic, chaos, choir, Christmas, orchestra, 

technology  

2 Revise apostrophes for contractions In contractions, the apostrophe shows where a letter or 

letters would be if the words were written in full (e/g can’t 

– cannot)It’s means It is (e.g It’s raining) or sometimes it has 

(e.g. It’s been raining) but it’s is never used for the 

possessive 

Knowing the difference between: 

it’s and its 

can’t, didn’t, hasn’t, couldn’t, it’s I’ll 

3 Teach the  /ɪ/ sound spelt ‘y’ elsewhere than at the 
end of words.  

These words should be learnt as needed. 
 

myth, gym, Egypt, pyramid, mystery, hymn, crypt, calypso, 
crystal, cygnet, gypsy, lyric, mystery, oxygen, physics, symbol, 
system, symptom, syrup, typical  

4 Revise homophones/ near homophones 
 

Ensure children know the meaning of each word. accept/except, affect/effect, ball/bawl, berry/bury, fair/fare, , 

groan/grown, here/hear, knot/not,  medal/meddle, missed/mist, 

weather/whether, 

5 Apply and assess strategies for learning words: 
using Look, say, cover, write and check for 
common exception words 

Pyramid words 
Trace, copy, replicate, 
Look, say, cover, write, check 
Drawing around the word to show the shape 

SEE Y3/4 STATUTORY WORD LISTS 

6 Revise prefixes ‘mis-‘ and ‘re-‘,  ‘sub- and tele-, 
‘super-‘ and ‘auto-‘ 

Revise prefixes ‘mis-‘ and ‘re-‘,  ‘sub- and tele-, ‘super-‘ and 

‘auto- 

‘SEE AUTUMN/SPRING EXAMPLE WORD LISTS 
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Summer 2 

 Teach the /ʌ/ sound spelt ou 

 Practise spellings using strategies from personal lists and statutory words 

 Teach homophones 

 Revise all aspects from this half term and year 

 Revise rarer GPCs: words with the /eɪ/ sound spelt ‘ei’ (vein) 

Week Spelling pattern Rules and strategies Example words 

1 Teach new homophones It is important to know the difference in meaning between 

homophones  

whose/who’s  

2 Teach the /ʌ/ sound spelt ou These words should be learnt as needed. It is important 
that children can read all of these words though. 

young, touch, double, country, young, enough, couple, cousin, 

rough, tough, southern, nourish, courage  

3 Strategies for learning words: words 
from statutory and personal spelling lists 

Model using GCP charts, words in the environment, 
segmentation and counting syllables as ways for having a 
go at 
unknown spellings  

SEE Y3/4 STATUTORY WORD LISTS 

4 Revise homophones/ near homophones 
Teach new homophones using alternative ‘ee’ 

phonemes. 

Ensure children know the meaning of each word. peace/piece,  
scene/seen,  
meat/piece, 
heel/heal/he’ll  

5 Revise rarer GPCs: words with the /eɪ/ sound 
spelt ‘ei’ (vein) 

Use a phonic approach- teach as a trigraph/ digraph/ 
phonemes/graphemes 
Remember: sometimes there are exceptions to rules 

Vein, abseil, feign, rein, reign, surveillance, veil,   reindeer,  
 

6 Revise rarer GPCs: words with the /eɪ/ sound 

spelt ‘eigh’ (eight),) or ‘ey’ (they) 

Use a phonic approach- teach as a trigraph/ digraph/ 
phonemes/graphemes 
Remember: sometimes there are exceptions to rules 

Beige weigh, eight, neighbour, sleigh, neigh, 
 they, obey, survey 


