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It was found that, on average, trainee teachers received one hour of RE training during their entire course, 

despite it being a legal requirement. This brought about the development of Understanding Christianity - 

a substantial, weighty resource used to support the teaching of Christianity in Religious Education. It was 

designed in 2013 to help teachers of children from EYFS to KS3 to develop their own thinking and their 

understanding of Christianity as a contribution to their understanding of the world and their own 

experience within it. The aim is to see pupils leave school with a coherent understanding of Christian belief 

and practice. They explore the significant theological concepts within Christianity as part of developing 

their wider religious, theological and cultural literacy.  The document is intended to support teachers in 

developing their own understanding and knowledge of Christian theology to be able to teach effectively 

and confidently.  

The course was aimed particularly towards 

 schools who are already using Understanding Christianity but where staff need further support 

in developing it.  

 Schools who have not yet bought into the scheme but would like to have a taster of it. 

 Any clergy or support workers who are supporting schools in the delivery of RE and specifically 

Understanding Christianity.  

 

I wanted to attend to have a better understanding of what it consisted of and how it was taught 

and used.  At its heart is ‘The Big Frieze'- 8 pictures which show the narrative of the Bible in 

pictorial form from Genesis through to Revelations. It helps children see the Bible as one big 

story/timeline/thread and the big ideas in Christianity. Each picture, Creation, The Fall, The 

people of God (2), Incarnation, The good news of Jesus' teaching, Salvation, The new kingdom 

form the basis for units of planning. God is at the centre of them all. 

This document is widely used at Forsbrook. Jayne Hackney, our RE coordinator has delivered training 

about using Understanding Christianity to all the staff.  She has developed progression grids for the 

teaching of the key concepts at Forsbrook, incorporating them into Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus.   

I found the course very interesting and feel better equipped to support Jayne in her role. The general 

consensus amongst teachers attending the course was that it was a very useful tool, but deeply theological 

and so not a simple ‘pick up and go' resource. It has lots of depth and quality but needs much time and 

work to create a working planning document.  

As one of the Foundation Governors,  I feel that Jayne’s leadership of RE, her development of the planning 

throughout the school, staff training, subject knowledge and enthusiasm and commitment to her role are 

to be recognised and celebrated.  

Margaret Lilley  


