
Dear Parents   

Welcome to Forsbrook Primary Reception. Our main focus for the coming few weeks will be the 
settling in process and we aim to have the children feeling happy and confident about school 
during the first half term. In addition to this, below is an outline of the topics your child will be 
covering over the first half of the autumn term.   

Religious Education 

Our first topic will be ‘Magical Me’. The children will learn the importance of their names and 
that God knows and loves each person. Our topic will include the meaning of ‘Welcoming’. As well 
as learning about different types of invitation, the children will be taught how God created the 
world in 7 days. In addition to this, the children will join in with daily prayers and whole school 
assemblies.     

Personal, Social and Emotional Development 

The children will be learning about our class and school rules and designing posters. Small group 
activities will emphasise turn taking. We will be looking at our baby photographs and learning 
about babies’ needs. Through group games, we will be encouraging the children to talk about 
their feelings. As they settle into school, children will be encouraged to become independent in 
the way they carry out their activities.   

Communication & Language 

Our language work will focus on a range of nursery rhymes and storybooks about people, animals 
and families. We will be looking at some non-fiction books about ourselves and staying healthy.    

Literacy  

The children will focus on forming the letters of their name correctly and they will be 
introduced to the first letter sounds. They will have access to a wide range of book making 
materials inspired by stories we will read in class.   

Physical Development 

Our PE sessions will be swimming and a Bee Active programme for the first half term. Our PE 
days are Wednesday and Thursday. Please could you ensure your child’s PE kit is kept in school 
throughout the week and that all your child’s clothing and shoes are clearly labelled with their 
name. Classroom activities involving pegs, beads and dough will contribute towards developing 
children’s fine motor skills. We will be discussing healthy food and representing this practically 
using dough and paper plates.  

Mathematics  

Through a range of practical activities and counting rhymes we will be practising using number 
names and learning to understand the value of numbers. The children will be collecting 
information about each other and representing this in pictographs on the computer. Our 



mathematical language will focus on comparing height and weight, eg: ‘tall’, ‘taller’, ‘tallest’. The 
children will look at different ways of measuring each other. Children will learn about shapes by 
making pictures and searching for representations of them in the environment.   

Understanding of the World  

We will be talking about parts of the body, our senses and discussing how we grow. We will invite 
a range of members of the community who help us into school who can tell us about the 
different jobs they carry out. The children will visit the ICT Suite on a weekly basis to learn a 
range of skills, such as logging on. In addition, they will have access to the classroom computer, 
Interactive Whiteboard and class CD player.   

Expressive Arts and Design  

Art activities will focus on creating self portraits from careful observation of our faces and 
studying the work of Van Gogh. We will be making collages of healthy and unhealthy food. We 
will have regular singing as well as opportunities to investigate a range of instruments. The 
children will become familiar with a number of songs about ourselves.  

Our role play area will reflect the author in which the children will be studying, Julia Donaldson, 
through opportunities to re-enact characters and setting using available resources.  

Spanish  

Our Spanish lessons are entirely practical and involve a lot of singing and fun games. The 
children will be learning some greetings and the names of body parts throughout this term.   

Finally, please feel free to come and see us if there is anything you wish to discuss as we can 
then arrange a mutually convenient time to meet.   

Many thanks    

Mrs Hackney 

Parents Ideas Page                

We will be using the theme of ‘Magical Me’ as described above to introduce your child to 
different areas of learning. If you would like to follow this up at home, here are a few ideas you 
might like to try.   

Talking  

• Encourage your child to appreciate and to take care of their body. Talk about the importance 
of washing, cleaning teeth and combing hair.  

• Look at family photos. Talk about hair and eye colours.  

• Talk about your own childhood and the people who helped you at home. Describe the things 
that you did to help those who cared for you.  



• As you carry out jobs around the home, explain what you are doing. Encourage your child to 
consider how the task helps those who live in the home.   

Making  

• Begin a diary of body changes. Help your child to record in pictures and/or words changes such 
as haircuts, new teeth and changes in shoe size and height.  

• Help your child to make a list of the jobs that they could do to help you. Stick the list where it 
can be seen clearly and where your child can tick off the jobs as they are done.   

Stories  

• Visit the local library to look for non-fiction books about the body.  

• Make up stories about your child in which a body part is magical. Perhaps your child has magical 
eyes which can see through doors or a nose, which when wrinkled, grants a wish.   

In the home  

• Invite your child to help with safe cleaning jobs such as dusting.   

• Encourage them to help you sort the washing and hang it up to dry.  

• Allow them to count out cutlery and set the table.   

Out and about  

• Draw attention to how useful parts of our body are, e.g.: help your child to be aware of their 
ears as they listen for traffic when crossing a road.  

• Visit a park and explore the way arms can be used to push, swing, throw and lift. Enjoy running 
and playing.  

• As you walk outside help your child to recognise people who help them in the community such as 
police, ambulance drivers, shop assistants and so on.  

• Help your child recognise that writing and numerals are all around by looking at road signs, 
posters, labels in shops, etc.    

 

‘Magical Me’ will be linked to an Elmer the Elephant who will take the children on a 
journey to different parts of the world so the children can explore different cultures. 


