
EARLY YEARS VISIT 

8:11:2019  

50 minutes 

PHONICS 

Children engaged in whole class recognition of  high frequency words. They then split into 2 ability 

groups to continue  at differentiated levels. They practised phase 2 sounds, tricky words, word building, 

matching words and pictures and Miss Adams modelled Big Book reading, reinforcing the strategies the 

children had been learning to read unfamiliar words. Throughout every stage of the session, the children 

remained actively and happily engaged in their learning. 

Wow moments: 

“ A digraph is 2 letters that make one sound"  

“ 3 things that make up a sentence-  finger spaces between each word; a capital letter  at the start ; a full 

stop at the end.” 

 

MATHS 

A whole class ‘pass the parcel' type game using shapes in a bag to practise 2D and 3D shape recognition.  

Wow moments: 

Ability to recognise a cube, pyramid and sphere and the knowledge that a solid shape is 3D.  

Another special moment  we saw was when two girls very naturally  and gently supported another child 

with some additional needs with her water bottle and subsequent preparation for dinner time. 

The Early Years classroom is a super learning environment. It is bright, welcoming, calm and very child 

friendly. The displays reflect the children's learning and their interests. Miss Adams and Mrs Collins 

clearly have formed a wonderful, nurturing, supportive relationship with the children. In the short time 

that they have been in Reception, they are already showing  

o Independence 

o Knowledge of classroom routines and expectations  

o Motivation 

o Confidence  

o Enthusiasm to learn 

o Resilience  

o Support and care for each other  

o Self help skills 

The children had had an ‘unusual’ morning with their first practise of their Christmas play. Nevertheless, 

they were not at all fazed by the change to routine.   



It was  a really lovely morning and hard to believe that these children are still only 4 and have only had 

half a term in Reception. A huge thanks to the staff who are doing a fabulous job. On their wish list to 

enhance the environment and promote outdoor education whatever the weather, they would love a 

canopy.  

We briefly went into the baby and toddler room where the children were settling down for a nap after 

lunch.  

As link Governors we are delighted that the recent Ofsted of the Nursery judged the provision to be 

outstanding,  a very well-deserved outcome. Ursula’s leadership  and her development of a successful 

team who, together, lay firm foundations for the children in their care is to be celebrated.  

Forsbrook’s key values were very evident in so many things we saw and heard this morning. 

Many thanks for hosting this visit.  

Gill Hampton & Margaret Lilley  


